
Enter and confirm a password of your choice. 
(read the yellow notes for password complexity rules) 
 

 
 
Click Complete registration. 
 
Finish 
 
You will receive one of the following messages 
 
 

 
 

 
 
If you receive the second one then your Athens 
application has not been automatically verified.   Your 
local administrator will approve or reject your 
application and email you. 
 

Once verified 
 
To view and search resources we recommend you use 
the NHS Evidence Journals and Databases page at 
http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/nhs-evidence-
content/journals-and-databases 
 

To make Changes to your OpenAthens 
Account Profile 
 
Need to change your organisation, email address or 
password?  
 
Go to (https://openathens.nice.org.uk/Auth/Login) 
 
Login using your OpenAthens username/email address 
and password. Select one of the options and enter the 
new details -   Click Continue 
 

 
 

When you change your password, it happens instantly. 
 

When you change your email address you will receive 
an email at the new address containing a link. Your 
details will only be changed if you click this link.   The 
link expires after 2 days 

 
When changing your organisation, the rules are the 
same as registration -  if your email address and 
organisation do not match your account will not be 
automatically verified until the new administrator has 
approved your move. 

 
The Illingworth Library is your local Healthcare Library. 
Contact us on Tel No: 27 17347, or email us at 
Illingworth.library@nhs.net 
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If you are registering on an SCH 
networked computer, please login to 
Internet Explorer first then use Google 
Chrome to go to 
http://openathens.nice.org.uk 
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Reasons to Register 
 
• Access to  '00's of e-journals and e-books 
• Access to healthcare databases for literature 

searching 
• Save your literature searches and create alerts 
 
Registration form  
 
Go to https://openathens.nice.org.uk/ 

 
 
Fill in the online form using a professional/work email 
address.  (read the notes in yellow) 
 

 

Organisation 
 
Enter a few letters of the name of the organisation you 
work for. For example, if you work for Sheffield 
Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, type 
“Sheffield”.  
 

 
 
Click on your organisation name to insert it into box. Fill 
in the details requested in the remaining form and click 
register. (read notes in yellow box) 
 
Cannot find organization 
 
If you cannot find your organisation and the system 
does not recognise the one you have entered, you will 
be prompted to select the county in which you work 
when you click on the Register button 
 

 
 
Automatic eligibility 
 
If you have met the requirements for automatic 
registration (Using a current NHS email address OR 
registering on an NHS computer) you will see the 
following and be invited to activate your account. 

 
 
If you do not meet the requirements you will be invited 
to activate your account and informed that an 
OpenAthens administrator will review the application 
and contact you. 

 
Activation 

 
After submitting your registration form you will receive 
an activation email at the email address you used when 
registering. This email will be entitled - “OpenAthens 
account created – activation required”. Click on the 
hyperlink given within the activation email.  

 
You have 30 days after receipt of the activation email 
to complete the process 

 
Password 
 
Clicking on the activation link will take you to the screen 
which is shown below.  
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